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Japan has always had its own vampire tradition, and has eagerly naturalized Western 
vampires and vampire literature to produce exotic new hybrids and species of horror, of terror, 
and of sensual, exquisite beauty. Here are a few of their masterpieces.

The Japanese word for vampire is kyūketsuki, which translates literally to "blood-sucking 
monster," but the literary tradition is far, far more complex.

The practice of Buddhism permeates Japan, and burials are almost always by cremation... 
leaving the Count and his relatives with no coffins to sleep in! But there is more than one way 
to sip a little blood, as these authors reveal. Thanks to Bram Stoker, Christopher Lee, and 
countless others who have popularized the Western vampire, modern Japanese authors have an 
extensive range of traditions and tales to weave into their own creations.

Includes 15 outstanding vampire tales, and an article on the tradition of “beautiful vampires” 
in Japan. Introduction by Prof. Raechel Dumas. 
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