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Born just a�er Japan transitioned from the Shogunate to Meiji, Kidō grew up in a 
samurai-oriented world being transformed by the West in many ways. As a reporter he 
covered domestic development and overseas wars, while also marrying a traditional geisha, 
eventually becoming a playwright and author. In addition to a number of well-received plays, 
he also penned more than ��y horror stories over a roughly ten-year period starting in the 
mid-1920s. Just prior to this period, the Great Kantō Earthquake of 1923 destroyed almost 
everything in Tokyo that remained from the Edo era, and Japanese horror itself was 
transitioning from the traditional uncanny stories to more modern horror structures.

While many of Kidō's stories are retellings of tales from China and other nations, he also 
drew on a diverse range of traditions, including the heritage of Edo-era storytellers such as 
Ueda Akinari and Asai Ryōi, to produce a dazzling array of work covering the entire spectrum 
from time-honored ghost tropes to modern horror. �e majority of his stories were collected 
in four volumes: Seiadō kidan (1926), Kindai iyō hen (1926), Iyō hen (1933), and Kaijū (1936).

Kidō remains popular for his elegant, low-key style, subtly introducing the “other” into the 
background, and raising the specter of the uncanny indirectly and o�en indistinctly. His �ction 
spans an enormous range of material, much of it dealing with the uncanny, and as a pioneer in 
the �eld his work formed the foundation for the new generation of Japanese authors emerging 
in post-Restoration literature.

�is selection presents a dozen of his best stories: pieces which remain in print almost a 
century later, and continue to enchant readers—and writers—today. Finally, English-reading 
audiences can enjoy his strange visions as well.
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