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   Published in Japanese in 1949, Citadel in Spring is, at 
its heart, an autobiographical novel of the author's life 
from university through induction into the Imperial 
Japan Navy , assignment to intelligence service in China, and Japan's �nal defeat. In addition to 
details of actual code-breaking activities, it also paints grimly honest pictures of some of the 
�ercest naval battles of the war, and the horrors of the Hiroshima atomic bombing. As a witness 
to World War II and its e�ects on the people and culture of Japan, this document—although 
cast as �ction—is a crucial reminder of the real costs of war to a generation who have never 
experienced it. 

   AGAWA Hiroyuki, born in 1920, studied Japanese literature at university, and a�er 
graduation was dra�ed into the Imperial Japanese Navy, serving as an intelligence o�cer 
breaking Chinese military codes. He returned to his family home in Hiroshima, site of the 
atomic bomb, in March 1946. Citadel in Spring was published in 1949, winning critical acclaim 
and the Yomiuri Prize. His experiences as a student soldier were also the basis of Kurai hato 
(Dark Waves, 1974). Numerous other wartime and biographical works followed, including the 
outstanding biography of Yamamoto Isoroku, published in 1965. 
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