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For the first time in English, this work presents a comparative study of the content of famous Chinese
historical texts that are fundamental in the knowledge of Japan's ancient history. Soumaré translates
documents from the Chronicle of the Wei to the History of the Song, thus providing an unparalleled resource
for scholars, students, and general readers with an interest in Japanese history and culture.
Japan in Five Ancient Chinese Chronicles is a stimulating and valuable investigation into the earliest periods
of Japanese recorded history. Archaeological finds from Japanese tombs can be better understood by
combining Japanese historical resources such as the Kojiki and the Nihonshoki with precise dating of the
Chinese dynastic histories. Massimo Soumaré's original research sheds new light on formerly obscure aspects
of intercultural exchange, and contributes to our knowledge of the whole of Eastern Asia.
Although there are many works covering important dates and discussing how various cultural and other
elements entered Japan, until now there has never been a comprehensive study of how the Japanese (the
"Wo") were viewed by the Chinese in ancient times. Independent Italian scholar Massimo Soumaré corrects
this imbalance with Japan in Five Ancient Chinese Chronicles.
The book serves as a guide for scholars in the field, providing information on date of first publication,
content, and authors of the different histories, with the original text accompanied by translations and
explanatory notes. Reprints and related academic publications are covered in an extensive multilingual
bibliography, making this an essential textbook for any student of ancient Japan, and a key reference work for
investigations into the spread and influence of Chinese culture.
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